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as possible the amount of the pecuniary indemnity
which Japan demanded. In this he was successful.
On April i8th, the Treaty was signed, but not before
Li had received assurances from Berlin, through
Herr Detring and the Tsung-li Yamen, that effective
Russian intervention would follow. On the 2oth Li
returned to Tientsin.

Twenty-one days only were allowed for the ratifi-
cation of the Treaty. The exchange of ratifications
was completed at Chefoo on the twenty-first day,
but in the meanwhile Russia, Germany, and France
had come to a final agreement for joint intervention.
For several days the destinies of Japan hung peri-
lously in the balance. The Russian Fleet, backed
by French and German squadrons, was ready to
attack the Japanese in the Gulf of PechilL Had these
Powers decided (as was at first proposed) to prevent
the ratification of the Treaty, Japan would have been
compelled to fight, and, had her fleet been destroyed,
her armies in the Liaotung peninsula would have
been at Russia's mercy. But England remained a
dangerously doubtful factor, and the allies' diplomacy
concluded to let the ratification proceed. Thus a
new crisis was averted.

The Chinese Court and the Tsung4i Yamen were
aware of Russia's intentions and had ordered Li to
sign the Shimonoseki Treaty. Nevertheless, his
return to Chihli after the signature was the signal for
an outburst of fierce execration from all sides. The
high provincial officials, knowing nothing of the inter-
national situation, denounced the Treaty as a base
surrender of China's sacred soil and Li as a corrupt
traitor. Only the staunch support of the Empress
Dowager saved him from the capital punishment